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The Kent Coast
Coastal Access Report

This document is part of a larger document
produced by Kent Area of the Ramblers’
Association and should not be read or
interpreted except as part of that larger
document. In particular every part of the
document should be read in conjunction with
the notes in the Introduction. In no
circumstances may any part of this document
be downloaded or distributed without all the
other parts.
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4.3 Medw ay's Coast
4.3.1 Description

4.3.3.1 Medw ay’'s coast starts at TQ709758 just to the south of Cliff Fort on Higham
Marshes. It extends for 78 km to TQ828671 at the disused w harf at Otterham Quay. It is the
second longest coastline in Kent.

4.3.3.2 Approximately 40 kmis on PRoWs w ith a further 4 km on permissive paths. About 34
kmis inaccessible to w alkers. Nearly all w ould appear to be excepted land.

The 800m stretch from the head of Yantlet Creek TR867769 to West Lane TQ 875770 may
not be a right of way.

Much of the route is along the Saxon Shore Way.

4.3.3.3 The view to seaward at the start is the river Thames and then Thames Estuary.
Turning south at Grain the view is the Medw ay estuary and river. There are extensive areas
of saltings and uninhabited islands in the Medw ay estuary.

The scenery inland at the start is flat over extensive reclaimed saltmarsh. It is very remote.
There are a few small sandy beaches (covered in litter). Allhallow s-on-Sea is a holiday
village. The Yantlet Firing Range on Lees Marshes makes this part of the coast inaccessible.
Grain has quite an attractive waterfront but with a power station, container port and large
industrial area much of the Hoo peninsular is inaccessible to w alkers.

The north bank of the Medw ay estuary is agricultural except for the imposing Kingsnorth
Pow er Station. From Hoo the bank of the river is wooded but from Upnor the scenery
becomes urban, commercial and industrialised.

At Rochester there is a regeneration area w here access to about 1 km of the w aterfront has
been created. There is a short riverside walk at Chatham. There is another riverside w alk
around St Mary’s Island.

The Riverside Country Park starts at Gillingham.

4.3.3.4 The start of the walk to the head of Yantlet Creek is along a sea defence bank. The
next 5.5 km of coast is inaccessible because of the firing range. The range is bypassed by a
section of footpath and road to Grain w here there is a promenade. The path is not a PRowW
and may not be de facto access. The detour around the industrial area of Grain is footpath
and then road. The north bank of the Medw ay estuary is along the sea defence bank again
with a detour on bridlew ays, paths and roads around Kingsnorth Pow er Station. There is
another short stretch of sea defence bank before Hoo Marina. The Saxon Shore Way is
along the beach to Upnor and is not passable at high tide (there is an alternative inland
route). From Upnor it is mainly urban footpath to Strood. Crossing over Rochester Bridge
there is a footpath along the river bank at the regeneration area before roads at Chatham
and another short riverside walk. It is road past the Historic Dockyard and then another
riverside w alk on to and around St Mary’s Island. A footpath cuts back across the island to
the dock and then it is road to the Strand w here there is a good footpath along the Riverside
Park.
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4.3.3.5 The route includes the RSPB CIiff Pools nature reserve. It also includes part of the
South Thames Estuary and Marshes SSS|and the Medw ay Estuary and Marshes SSSI.
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4.3.2 The Route

4.3.2.1 Cliff to Allhallows
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Medw ay’'s coast starts at TQ709758 on
the Thames Estuary just to the south of
Cliffe Fort.

The Saxon Shore Way is along the top of

the stone faced grass sea defence bank
with Cliff Pools on the landw ard side. It

goes around the seaw ard side of the Fort
and through aggregate works, passing
under a conveyor, to Cliffe Creek.
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The path initially goes through scrub on
the south bank of the creek. The Saxon
Shore Way turns inland at TQ715769 to
leave the coast and bypass Allhallows and
Grain. However, a footpath continues
along the north bank of the creek to rejoin
the Thames. It is a PRoW.

|
'-

There is a concrete sea wall with a steep
grass bank on the landward side. In
places it is too narrow to walk along the
top and the footpath is along the lower
level with no view of the river.
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The wall ends at TQ728794 to be replaced
by a grass bank for 3 km but resumes at
TQ759793.

At Egypt Bay there is a broad grass
causeway to the south and it is not
necessary to follow the footpath, as shown
on the map.

At St Mary’s Bay the beach is fenced off.
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At TQ816783, Dagnam Saltings, the At the end of the beach there is a fenced
footpath disappears and it is virtually surfaced path, in poor condition, inside the
impossible to find without a GPS. seawall.

This is because part of it has been eroded This comes out at Allhallows-on-Sea
and it has fallen into disuse. It is easier to Holiday Park w here the footpath is across
follow the line of the beach. an open grassed area.
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4.3.2.2 Allhallows to Stoke
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From Allhallow s the public footpath follow s
along the top of the grass sea defence to
the mouth of Yantlet Creek. It is surfaced
in places.

Tracing the creek shore inland there is a
grass causeway with a surfaced road
across the top of the creek at TQ867769.
This does not appear on the map as a
PRoW and there is a locked Environment
Agency gate. This is however the only foot
access to Grain.
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On the other side of the causeway there is
another locked gate but turning right down
the bank there is fairly well worn footpath
around the edge of a field. This leads to a
metalled road at TQ875770.

There is a profusion of Danger, Keep Out,
Military Firing Range notices in this area
which would be daunting to anyone
approaching fromthe other direction.

DANGER

MINISTRY
OF DEFENCE

How ever, the Danger Area, as shown on
the map is relatively small and the fenced
exclusion area is much bigger. There w as
firing of ordnance at the time and It was
not possible to find any information as to
when it might be possible to walk around
the range. Consequently the coast from
TQ868769 to TQ885775 has not been
walked. It would appear that the same
sea defence bank extends around this
area.
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The metalled road, West Lane, joins the
B2001 in Grain.

ft rejoins the coast at TQ889769. The
footpath which is a PRoW is along the
promenade around Grain into the mouth of
the Medw ay.

There is a bridge over the power station
outfall. The promenade ends at
TQ893751 but there are good paths along
the sea defence bank to the jetty at
TQ888744.




Here the path ends and it is necessary to
backtrack and turn inland to rejoin the
B2001 Grain Road around the back of the
Pow er Station and Thamesport Container
Terminal. At the time the footpaths leading
to the road were closed by contractors
which did present problems.

There is no option but to follow the road
for 4km to rejoin the banks of the Medw ay
at TQ856755.

There is a stile and then a footpath along
the top of a broad but winding sea defence
bank to Stoke.
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4.3.2.3 Stoke to Rochester
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The sea defence bank continues past It ends abruptly at TQ820739 at the

Stoke. boundary to Richborough Power Station.
There are extensive saltings with small
creeks and inlets between the path and
the river.
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Itis necessary to backtrack and climb over
locked level crossing gates to a short farm
track up to Stoke Road. This is not a
PRoW.

Following the road to North Street Farm
there is a bridleway off to the left that
leads to a road and footpaths around the
back of the Power Station complex to
rejoin the Medw ay at TQ807719. The last
section of footpath is difficult to find and is
not as shown on the map. It is necessary
to follow the Pow er Station fence.
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The footpath follows along the top of the

grass sea defence bank and rejoins the
Saxon Shore Way at TQ7977718.

The bank ends at Hoo Marina.




