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4.4 Swale's Coast
4.4.1 Description

4.4.1.1 Swale's coast starts at TQ828671 at Otterham Quay. It extends for 115 km to
TR056650 on Graveney Marshes to the west of The Sportsman pub. It takes in the Isle of
Sheppey w hich is connected to the mainland by two bridges at Swale. It is the longest
coastline in Kent.

4.4.1.2 Approximately 55 kmis on PRoWs, 27 kmis de facto access (though some is difficult
walking) and 33 km is inaccessible to walkers. The majority of the 27 km of inaccessible
coast does not appear to be excepted land. From the Coastal Access aspect it is the most
complicated coastline in Kent.

Part of the mainland route is along the Saxon Shore Way.

4.4.1.3 The view to seaw ard at the start is over the Medw ay estuary. There are extensive
saltings and several uninhabited islands. The route then follows the River Sw ale to She ppey
and back to the Medway Estuary. The north and east coasts of Sheppey look out to the
Thames Estuary. The south coast of the Island looks back to the Swale as does the
remainder of mainland coast.

The scenery at the start is low hills and farmland. It then becomes reclaimed saltmarsh to
the Kings Ferry Bridge and the same on the Sheppey side to Rushenden. Queenborough to
Sheerness is urban and heavily industrialised. The former has an attractive Tow n Quay and
Sheerness a heritage trail. Sheerness is a major port. Sheerness to Minster is shingle beach
leading to the low London clay cliffs of the north east coast of Sheppey. There are no sea
defences here and the cliffs are eroding and sliding into the sea. Warden and Leysdow n are
holiday villages with sandy beaches. The remainder of the Sheppey coast is reclaimed
saltmarsh with hills at Harty and Bimley. There is a small hamlet at Shellness. It is very
remote.

From the King's Ferry Bridge, back on the mainland, it is reclaimed salt marsh but
industrialised. Ridham Dock is busy. A new road bridge is under construction at Milton w hich
will avoid the need to follow the creek through the commercial/industrial areas of
Sittingbourne. From Milton to the end of Swale’s coast at Graveney Marshes it is reclaimed
saltmarsh with creeks and villages at Conyer and Oare. Faversham also has a creek but is
urban. It is disappointing at Favershamthat no effort has was made to maintain a creek side
walkw hen recent redevelopments w ere approved.

4.4.1.4 The start of the route is on road away from the coast. There are paths across
farmland to the coast at Hamgreen Saltings which may not be a right of way. It is then the
Saxon Shore Way along the sea defence bank to Low er Halstow w here again access to the
coast is lost. It is back on the road to Raspberry Hill. The Saxon Shore Way follows paths
some w ay inland that probably provide better walking and view s. The road joins and follows
the coast at Bedlam Bottom. A short stretch of coast at the bottom of Raspberry Hill is
inaccessible on foot and then it is back on the SSW and a path to the sea defence bank out
to Chetney Hill. The top end of the Chetney Marshes peninsular is inaccessible and the
Saxon Shore Way cuts across on raised banks to the sea defence along the Sw ale.
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The older Kingsferry Bridge provides foot access across the Swale to Sheppey. There is a
footpath to the west which appears to be de facto access along the sea defence bank to
Ladies Hole Point. There is then a PRoW through a w aste area to an unmade road and sea
defence bank to Queenborough where the footpath has been blocked. The route then
follow s roads through Queenborough, past the Quay, to a narrow urban footpath to a PRoW
and promenade. The footpath deviates inland around a huge park for imported cars to join
the A249 to Sheerness. There is a heritage trail through the old “Blue Town” leading to the
promenade and beach at Sheerness. From Sheerness there is the option of walking along
the top of a shingle bank or path beside the road to Minster where there is another
promenade. At the end of the promenade there is no option but to walk along the beach
which is a mixture of old building material, shingle, clay and sand. It is muddy, slippery and
heavy going and not passable at high tide. The only alternative is to follow roads some w ay
inland. Betw een Warden and Leysdow n-on-Sea are sections of promenade and sea defence
bank. There is no PRoW along the north coast of Sheppey but it appears to be de facto

access. From Leysdown to Shellness there is a PRoW along the top of the sea defence
bank.

At Shellness there are notices claiming the beach above high water is private. The PRoW
continues along the sea defence bank around the SE corner of Sheppey tow ards Harty.
There are extensive saltings betw een it and the sea. It deviates inland around Sayes Court
along paths and farmroads to The Ferry Inn.

From The Ferry Inn westward the route is in some doubt. The brideway nearest the coast at
Mocketts has recently been diverted even further inland. There are “Keep Out” notices
around the bottom of Harty Hill. It was possible to follow the tide line around the hill to rejoin
the sea defence bank on the western side.

The sea defence bank along the south coast of Sheppey is not a PRoW and it is not clear
whether there is de facto access. Part of it is the RSPBs Hmley Marshes reserve where
there are permissive paths but visitors are asked to keep below the bank on the landw ard
side so as not to disturb the birds. There is a PRoW along the sea defence from Emley Hill
to the Kingsferry Bridge. Here there is another major coastal access issue as there is a
railw ay line and no crossing betw een the footpath and the road back across the bridge. The
option at low tide is to scramble dow n the bank and w alk under the railway and bridge or
follow a 3 km detour inland.

Back on the mainland the route follows the Saxon Shore Way along the top of the sea
defence bank to Graveney Marshes just to the west of Seasalter. There is a deviation along

paths and roads around Ridham Dock and some road walking at Conyer, Oare and
Faversham.

4.4.1.5 The route includes the RSPB Elmley Marshes Reserve, Kent Wildlife Trust's Oare
Marshes and South Swale Reserves and English Nature's Medw ay Estuary & Marshes and
The Swale SSSIs.

Kent's only official naturist beach is at Shellness.
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442 The Route

4.4.2.1 Otterham to Swale
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Swale’s coast starts at Otterham Quay at
TQ828671. It is not a promising start.
There is a road alongside the creek
through a boatyard and caravan park.

49



Swale’sToast

It is just possible to w alk along the edge of This is the Saxon Shore Way. It leaves the
the creek. road at TQ841676 dow n what appears to
be a private drive.

It is not possible to get to Horsham Marsh

because of a fence at TQ830677. Signs This becomes an old single track road,
on the nearby gate discourage atte mpts to with views across to the Medw ay, turning
get any further. into an unsurfaced farmtrack.

Coming back to TQ834674, the minor It leads to a kissing gate and across a field
road is quite busy and there is no to rejoin the road at TQ845681 at Wetham
pavement. Green
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The SSW cuts across the Upchurch
peninsular but the road follow s around in a
U marginally closer to the coast. Signs on
farm drives make it clear there is no
access to the coast.

At TQ846691 there is an unlocked gate
and paths through orchards. This is not a
PRoW.

These join the coast at Hamgreen Saltings
at TQ846695. There is a path northw est
along the bank but it would inevitably
become a dead end. Turning southeast
there is a small boatyard/moorings at
TQ849691.
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It is just possible to get along a very
overgrown path by the fence of the
boatyard to rejoin the SSW. This path may
not be apparent to anyone coming from
the other direction.

The sea defence bank here
narrow .

is quite

The path leaves the bank briefly at
TQ852687 and widens again at Twinney
Warf.
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It continues to Low er Halstow .

The route of the SSW goes inland aw ay

. _ fromthe coast.
At Lower Halstow it is possible to follow

the bank around the creek to the Yacht

Club w here it is securely blocked. o
The road joins the coast at TQ877680 and

runs along Bedlams Bottom. There are
extensive saltings betw een the road and
the river.

Coming back and around the church there
is no option but to follow the road w est.

The road goes up Raspberry Hill.

There is no access to Barksore Marshes.
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At TQ894687 the SSW is rejoined and
proceeds across a field to the coast and
sea defence bank out towards Chetney
Marshes.

The SSW turns right at Chetney Hill and
cuts across the peninsular. The path is in
poor condition - it is heavily churned up by
cattle and farm vehicles.

It comes out on the banks of the Swale at
TQ894708.
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There is no option but to chop off the top
of the Chetney Marshes peninsular. The
gates are padlocked with barbed wire
along the top and numerous signs saying
keep out.

Turning east to follow the sea defence
bank along the Swale, the SSW leads
under the new Sheppey Crossing road
bridge to the older Kingsferry Bridge w hich
provides access onfoot to the island.
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4.4.2.2 Swale to Leysdown

4 a5
ikeysdown-on-Sea

7 EastehurchMarshes

At TQ898714 approaching the spit at
Ladies Hole Point there is a scramble
across a ditch and then over a large pipe
to an old road.

Turning west, there is a short drop down

to the grass sea defence bank. It is not a

PRoW but to start with is quite well

walked. This is a disused industrial area, a bit of a
tip and not w alker friendly.
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The top of the spit is still saltmarsh. This is a PRoW but was blocked at
TQ908719.

The north side is a PRoW with a disused
railw ay and an unmade road. There was no alternative but to follow the
roads around the industrial area.

There is a vehicle barrier at TQ906715.

Shortly after this a metal stile up to the top To the Tow n Quay at TQ910722.
of the sea defence bank.
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Follow ing the road around the Quay there The path goes inland behind a car storage
is a narrow footpath between buildings area at The Lapel that is almost 2 km long.
leading to a promenade. There is a sea wall on one side and

security fence on the other.

This is the last bit of the Swale before it
joins the Medw ay. At one point there is a bridge over a
roadw ay.

At TQ903730 the promenade ends.
At TQ911743 the path joins the busy
A249.
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